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The Key Issue Is Trust

Clinton should review the gay question

By DAvVID H. HACKWORTH

tryon hiscommanderin chief's hel-

met, but he's already trapped him-
self in one hell of a cross-fire. Gays and
liberals expect him to keep his campaign
promise tolift the ban that prevents gays
from serving openly in the military. Pen-
tagon brass and conservatives are going
to hold him to his Veterans Day promise
to keep the defense of “this country the
strongest in the world.” Separately, the
two principles are unassailable. But
whenyougetthem tangledupthewa ythe
president-elect hasdone, you wind upina
firefight whereeveryoneis bleeding.

The proponents for lifting the ban ar-
gue that it discriminates against a large
number of Americans, denying them
equal opportunity to serve their country.
Military chiefs like Defense Secretary
Dick Cheney and Gen. Colin Powell say
lifting the ban will gut the cohesion of

mbat units. Who's right? What is the

rue nature of the fighti an 1$

an executive order the smartest wa
ettle things w ecutive, as a
atter i Alwo\fg;;_\

last bloody war—and doesn't have 8¢
aboutwhat goeson in a foxhole use
he’s never been in one? ’
ere seems to be no reason why a gay
dier shouldn't serve in the 99th Main.
tenance Squadron or the equivalent.
Where the question becomes heated is
within ground combat units like the in-
fantry, artillery and tanks. There, the
issue is trust, not orientation. In a fire
ﬁght,iflsaytotheguynextwme,"Cover
me,” while I crawl over to lob a grenade
atsomeone who is trying to kill us both, I
have to believe that my partner is going
tocover me or die. There is no reason why
a gay soldier can't do that. But most
straight warriors just don't believe it.
“Whatever the army makes right on
gays.itwon't be right for the grunt,”says
a squad leader from the 82nd Airborne.
“If a dude has a flaw, he]] fold."”

The mind-set may be illogical or
wrong-headed, but it takes on its own
reality: no neat little lectures on decency
or civil liberties are going to make it
disappear. In a combat unit, every indi-
vidual has to click together, and what
makes them click is trust. To survive in a
killing field, a warrior has 1eve he's
invincible, that he's wearing golden ar-
mor; thathe can buck 1. 10- san
live. To think that way. he has to be
acho. Fairly or unfairly, gavs threaten

B ill Clinton hasn't even had time to

al moment. the unj Sto_

. l'admit this is not a politically cor-
- 3 - people
fect argument. But how many people.
gay and straight, can vou afford to get
killed. how many engagements can vou

lose, to settle who is right?

Up to now, gay activists have made
their case more effectively than the Pen-
tagon brass, careerists who zig and 2ag
and do the Pentagon Shuffle around the
“E Ring." Farther down the line, I've
never seen feelings run hotter. Shortly
before the election I was on a base down
South talking to a group of combat offi-
cers when the gay issue suddenly flared
up. One of the officers muttered, " If Clin-
ton is president and he walks on this
base, he's dead.” No good soldier is going
tofragthecommander in chief, of course,
but Clinton needs to approach this prob-
lem with greater care. )

In the ranks, young men from working
class and “moral majority” families will
tell you that U.S. Army or Marine Corps
combat units don't operate like 8-to-5 in-

stitutions such as the Chevrolet dealer,
the Post Office or most of the United
States Air Force. Mw'h_o@gﬁi&
Desert Storm now sa and women
wel ind evepy dune,
harmj orale and creating tensions
that nm& units apart. All believed the
problem would be far worse with gays.
Hundreds of marine and army grunts
andleadershave told me thatif the ban is
lifted, they're walking.

Wouldn't it make sense to defuse this
anger and fear with the same sort of
presidential commission that examined
the equally explosive issue of women in
combat? Can gays and straights trajn
and fight together without a drop in
combat effectiveness? Instead of assum.
ing that they can or can't, why not ask
open-minded generals and sergeants, ci-
vilian psychiatrists and sociologists and
gay leaders to investigate the matter
openly for the first time? If ] am wrong
and the answer is yes, there is no prob-
lem. If, as I suspect, the answer is no,
then we should consider which =:'tq
gays can and should serve in. We also
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Crossing the Gay Minefield

Clinton grapples with a promise to homosexuals

made a lot of promises. President-

elect Bill Clinton must decide which
ones to keep. Following a Veterans Day
speech before an audience of retired and
active officers, he reiterated a commitment
to one of his most controversial pledges:
overturning the military's 48-year-old ban
on homosexuals in the uniformed services,
(Gays and lesbians can serve openly, if dis-
creetly, on the civilian side of the Defense
Department.) "I don't think [sexual)status
alone, in the absence of some destructive
behavior, should disqualify people,” said
Clinton Jast week.

Pr«sident}al candidate Bill Clint.on

Clinton may have stumbled into his first .

postelection minefield. Though he man-

aged to survive GOP charges that he was a '

Vietnam-era draft dodger, he still has to
convince Pentagon skeptics that their new
commander in chief will understand mili-
tary culture and be sympathetic to its con-
cerns. Officially opening the military to
homosexualsis hardly the way to generate
good will—there is powerful resistance
within the ranksand among the brass. Pen-
tagon insiders believe that the Joint Chiefs
of Staff would actually consider resigning
enmasseifgayswereallowed toserve open.
ly. The navy is particularly resistant be-
causeof the privacy questions presented by
cramped conditions and enforced intima-
cies aboard ships.

Pentagon officials say they have already
detected a certain “fuzzing up” in Clinton’s
campaign position. which called for "an
immediate repeal " of the prohibition. Last
week thebackpedalingbeganinearnest. At
the press conference after his speech Clin-
ton said he would “puttogetheragroupand
oz them advise me"—in\'oking the venera-

ble political practice of appointing a com-
mission to buy time on a sticky issue. By .
! stressing that gays in uniform should be
judged according to their conduct, not their
proclivities, Clinton revealed the influence
of Adm. William Ciowe, former chairman
of the Joint Chiefs, who spent 15 minutes
on the phone with the president-elect be.
fore the press conference. One source close
to the discussions says Clinton especially
wants an end to the "witch hunts” that
naval investigators use to ferret out gays.

Coincidentally, the future was partway
here for one seaman, dismissed by the navy
after he announced his homosexuality six
months ago. Petty Officer 1/c Keith Mein-
i hold sued, charging.the navy with infring-
* ingon his constitutional rights. Last week a
U.S. district judge ordered Meinhold rein-
stated pending settlement of- his case,
Should the military appeal the ruling, the
Supreme Court could declare the prohibi-
tion against homosexuals unconstitution-
al. But that outcome is at least several
years away—and wouldn't ease the pres-
sure on Clinton now.

Clinton insisted last week that the ques-
tion is not if, but when and how. he will
reverse the ban. That surely came as a
relief to homesexuals who helped him win
the White House. Gay PACs were among
! Clinton’s top supporters, with about $3 mil.

lion in contributions. For the first time in

American history, gays and lesbians came
1 outasavoting block. Exit polls suggestthat
' 701090 percent of homosexuals voted for
 Clinton over President George Bush. In
i other words, it's time to deliver. Whether
. Clinton breaks or keeps his word, there will
. be a political cost.

' Juux Baxxyond Daviry Gricx i Washingtor,
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These hghtweight, space-bascd
sensors could have multiple uses.
Thetr primary role would be to pro-
vide missile warning and tracking
for both the national missile defense
and for theater defenses for U.S. and
allied ferces abroad. But their Su-
phisticated sensors also could be
used to watch for disasters on Earth
and wdo other environmentally use-
ful Earth-observing. Despite the op-
position of some members of Con-
gress, Mr. Nunn has shown strong |
support tor space-based sensors,
and the Missile Defense Act calls for
their optimum uge.

Therc are legitimate differences
between Republicans and Demo-
crats about the nature of the de-
fenses America should have in the
1990s and bevond. But there is gen-
eral agreement on the need to con-
tinue developing at least limited
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Russia. He can minimize the chance
that US. 1ax dollars wil} be spent by
an ever-less reformist Russian gov-
ernment for purposes inimical to
American interests. And he can oth-
erwise put into place fire walls
against a new, more serious nuclear
threat to the United States from
Cuba.

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is the director
of the Center for Security Policy and
a columnist for The Washingtun
Times. :
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need to find out what effect and dollar
cost the AIDS crisis will have within the
services when the ban is lifted.
Thereisnoreason why the head of such
a commission should come from the mjl;-
tary. But just as everyone would have
trustedan Omar Bradleytotakeonsucha
sensitivetask after World War II,why not
ask Norman Schwarzkopf to do it now? A
commission would get our president-elect
out of the cross-fire and at the same time
serve the values that America is founded
upon. Withthestrokeofa pen,BillClinton
could balance American ideals and keep
histwin but contradictory promises, That
wouldbe theright sort of executiveorder.

ban. Mr. Clinton does, throwing the
issue to Congress, which debates
whether to amend the Uniform Code
of Military Justice. The code makes
homosexual sodomy illegal.

A congressional vote to uphold
current law would create a schizo-
phrenic national policy, according to
the scenano.

Political experts predict a spat
will erupt again if Mr Clinton takes

too long to lift the military ban.
“The gay community understands

very well what they're doing” the ’

Senate sta‘fer said. “To get Clinton to

buy off during the campaign was im-
Portant. They understand the mjlj-
tary is the best place for social
change. It's a command social envi-
ronment. It can give instant legiti-
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the US register; and seized drug-
carrving aircraft put back on the
register. All have forged docu-
ments. Many of these have sub.
sequently been re-exported. and
there arc reports of aircraft flx-
ing in Europc on US-registered
"N numbers thus ohtained. P-a-
zihan  newspapers  have pub-
lished full details of 24 aircraft.
mostly light jets and turboprops.
claimed 10 be illicit Mports.
Reports suggest there may he
as many as 100 such aircraft jn
Brazil alone. A Lockheed L-101)
TriSar. leased to the Bra=ilian
president, is 4lso reportedly
among the aircraft affecied. . 0

macy to the homosexual lifestyle.




