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The Key Issue 8s Trust
Clinton should review the gay question

Pg. 27 stitutions such as theChc\Tolet dealer,
the Post Oflice or most of the United
States Air Force. Many who fought in
DesertStorm nowsav men and
wgrgJS^gyx hfhind ever\-gand rf.mo
harpaipg morale.anjLSEgatia^nsionT'
thatnppedunitsapart. All
pi^lem would be far worse with gays.
Hundreds ofmarine and army grunts
and leaders have told me thatifthebanis
lifted, they're walking.

Wouldn't it make sense todefuse this
anger and fear with the same sort of
presidential commission that examined
theequally explosive issue ofwomen in
comlat? Can gays and straights train
and fight together without a drop in
rombat effectiveness? Instead ofassum
ing that they can orcan't, why not ask
open-minded generals andsergeants ci
vilian psychiatrists and sociologists and
gay leaders to investigate the matter
openly for the first time? IfIam wrong
and the answer is yes. there isno prob
lem. If, as I suspect, the answer is no,
then we should consider which
gayscan and should serve in. Wealso
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By David H. Hackworth

Bill Clinton hasn't even had time to
try onhiscommanderinchiefshel-

^met, buthe'salreadytrapped him
self inone hell ofa cross-fire. Gays and
liberals expect him tokeep hiscampaign
promise toliftthebanthatpreventsgays
from servingopenly inthemilitary. Pen
tagon brass and conservatives aregoing
to hold him tohis Veterans Day promise
to keep the defense of"this country the
strongest in the world." Separately, the
two principles are unassailable. But
whenyouget them tangled upthe way the
president-electhasdone,you wnnd upina
fire fight whereeveryone isbleeding.

The proponents forliftingthe banar
gue thatitdiscriminates against a large
number of Americans, denying them
equalopportunitytoserve their country
Military chiefs like Defense Secretar>'
Dick Cheney and Gen. Colin Powell say
lifting the ban will gut the cohesion of
»mbat uniU. Who's right? Whatis the
me nature of the fiphting man? And is

an executive order thesmartest way to
jettle tninps when py^utive^ as a
^attertf mnsrjpnre, starved outofour
Ijst bloody war—and doesn't fia"ve al
about wnat goes onin a foxhole because

\he^ never been in onef
\ There ^ms to be no reason why agay
sMdier shouldn't serve in the99lh Main
tenance Squadron or the equivalent.
Where the question becomes heated is
within ground combat units like the in
fantry. artillery and tanks. There, the
^ue is trust, not orientation. In a fire
fight, ifIsaytotheguynexttome, "Cover
me." while I crawl over tolob a grenade
at someone whois trj-ingtokill usboth.I
have to believe that my partner isgoing
tocovermeordie. Thereisnoreason why
a gay soldier can't do that. But most
straight warriors just don't believe it.
"Whatever the army makes right on
gays, itwon tbe right for thegrunt,"saj's
a squadleader from the 82nd Airborne.
Ifa dudehas a flaw, hell fold."
The mind-set may be illogical or

wrong-headed, but it takes on its own
reality; no neat little lectures on decency
or civil liberties are going to make it
diMppear. Ina combat unit, every indi
vidual has to click together, and what
makes themclick istrust. Tosur\'iveina
killing field, a warriorhas tSbelieve hel^
invinciblej t^at he's wearing golden ar-
mor: ^at he can buck l.OOO-to-l odds and
live. Yo tfiliik that way, he has to be^
macho, l-airly or unfairly, gays threateiT^
that macho. When it warriorJ
jSians thinking." Mavbe I won't make it.

ffftm ihat moment, the unit goes to
|>eiri admit this is not a politically cor-
FecT argument. Cut how many people,
pay and straight, can you afford to get
killed,how many engagements can you

A

lose, tosettlewho is right?
Up to now, gay activists have made

theircase more effectively than the Pen
tagon brass, careerists who zig and zag
and dothe Pentagon Shuffle around the
E Ring." Farther down the line, I've

never seen feelings run hotter. Shortly
before the election I was on a base down
South talking to a group of combat ofli-
cers whenthe gay issue suddenly flared
up. One of the officers muttered," If Clin
ton is president and he walks on this
base, he'sdead." Nogood soldier isgoing
tofragthecommander inchief,ofcourse,
butClinton needs toapproach thisprob
lem with greater care.

Intheranks, young men from working
classand "moral majority" families will
tellyou thatU.S. Army orMarine Corps
a>mbatunits don't opgrate like 8-to-5in
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Crossing the Cay Minefield
Clinton grapples with a promise to homosexuals

•BiUClifton | We poliUcal practice ofappoiDUog acom-

i u ?n ° ™"st jleade which !stressing that gays in uniform should be '
® i"dgedaccordingtotheirconduct.nottheir

®k° procliWties. Clinton revealed the influenceactiveofficere. he reiterated acommitment of Adm. William Crowe, former chairmanto one of his most controversial pledges: of the Joint Chiefs, who spent 15 minutes
overturning the military s48-yey-old ban on the phone with the president-elect be-

® uniformed wryices. ; fore the press conference. One source close
I' ^ discussions says Clinton especiallyciwtly. on the civilian side of the Defense wants an end to the "witch hunts" that

i^^^^h'nkfsexualJsUtus naval investigators use to ferret out gays.
bihavilr K destructive Coincidentally, the future was partwav

hereforoneseaman.dismissedbythenavi-Clm on last week. ; ^fier he announced his homosexuality sU
Clinton may have stun^bled into his first . months ago. Petty Officer l/c Keith Mein-

conv-ince Pentagon skeptics that their new
commander in chief will understand mili
tary culture and be sympathetic to its con
cerns. Officially opening the military to
homosexuals ishardly theway togenerate
go^ will—there is powerful resistance
within theranksandamong thebrass. Pen
tagon insidersbelievethat the Joint Chiefs
ofStaff would actually consider resigning
enmasse ifgays wereallowed toser>-e open

districtjudgeoHered
steted pending settlement of his case.
Should the military appeal the ruling, the
Supreme Court could declare the prohibi
tion against homosexuals unconstitution
al. But that outcome is at least several
years away—and wouldn't ease the pres
sure on Clinton now,

Clinton insisted last week that the ques
tion is not if,but when and how. he will
reverse the ban. That surelv came as a1 ® *. • 1 I reverse me oan. Ihat surelv came as a

Mil particularly resistant^ j reliefto homosexuals who helped him wincauseoftheprivacyquestionspre^ntedby i the White House. Gav PACs SSe among
cram^d conditions and enforced intima- Clinton'stopsupporte'rs.withabout$3mil.

aboard ships. lion in contributions. For the first time in
I'eniagon officials say they have already American history, gavs and lesbians came

detected acertain "fuzzing up" inClinton's . outasavotingblock. Exit polls suggest that
cam^ign position, which call^ for "an 70 to 90 percent of homosexuals voted for
immediate repeal of the prohibition. Last , Clinton over President George Bush. In
weekthebackpedal,ngbeganinearaest.At i other words, it's time to deliver. Whether
he press conference after his speech Clin-; Clinton breaksor keeps his word, there «ill

ton said he would puttogetheragroupand . be a political cost
io: them advise me"-invokingth^-enera. I j .hs-b.kkv onrf p. s Cltk .n
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, •• •• 'iifir SL'n.Mjr-onio tnc larec!, provide impact poini
mformmion to the pround, and^hen
trdck thr-r larpet through the mid-
course of Its fliphl. After discrim-
mating warheads from decoys and
debris, the sensor satellite would
hand off the tracking data to a
pound station that would guide an
interceptor toward the target.

Thc.ve Ii.L'hiwcisht. .<?pace-ba.scd
sensors amid h.-iw multiple uses.
Their primary role would be to pro
vide missile warning and tracking
lor both the national missile defense
and for theater defenses for U.S. and
allied fcrce.^; abroad. But their so
phisticated .sensors also could be
u.^cd 1(1 waich for di.«;asicrs on Earth
and to. lo other environmentally use-
.ul Earth-observing. Despite the op
position of some members of Con-
press. .Mr Nunn has shown strong
support for space-based sensors,
and the Missile Defense Act calls for
their optimum use.

There are legitimate differences
between Republicans and Demo
crats about the nature of the de
fenses America should have in the
1990s and beyond. But there is gen
eral agreement on the need to con-
tinue developing at least limited
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ban. Mr. Clinton does, throwing the
issue to Congress, which debates
whether to amend theUniform Code
ofMilitar>' Justice. The code makes
homosexual sodomy illegal.

A congressional vote to uphold
current law would create a schizo
phrenic national policy, accordins to
the scenano.

Political experts predict a spat
Z u™"' Clinton takes

° Tu ®militar)' ban.The gay communitv understandsvery u-ell what they're doing."X

campaign was im-
portant. They understand the mili
tary IS the best place for social i
cnange. It's a command social envi- ^

legi^l-- c> to the homosexual lifestyle.

iL,....... tjscenaam communists in
Russia. Hecan minimize the chance
that L.S. tax dollars will be spent by
an ever-less reformist Russian gov
ernment for purposes inimical to
American interests. And he can oth
erwise put into place fire walls
against a new. more serious nuclear
threat to the United States from
Cuba.

r is the directorof the Centerfor SecurityPolicvand
a columnist for The Washi'ngton
Times.

TRUST.from Pg, 11
need to find out what effect and dollar
cost the AIDS crisis will have within the
ser\'ices when the ban is lifted.

There is no reason why the head ofsuch
a commission should come from the mili
tary. But just as everyone would have
trusted aaOmar Bradley to take on such a
sensitivetaskafterWorldWarll.whvnoiask Gorman Schwarzkopf to do it now'> A
cominission would get our president-elect
out of the cross-fire and at the same time
ser\'e the values that America is founded"
upon.A\iththestrokeofapen,BillClintoncould balance American ideals and keep
his twin butcontradktoiypromises. That
would be the ri^rht sortofexecutiveorder.

FBI.. .from Fa. i7
the I Srcgisicr; and seized druc-
carrx ing aircraft put back on the
rccisicr. .All have forged docu
ments. Many of these have sub-
scqucnily been re-e.\poned. and
there arc reports of aircraft fl\.
ing in Europe on US-registered
"N numbers ihu.<i obtained. H-n-
pilian newspapers have pub
lished full details of 24 aircraft
mostly light jeti and turbopropb
claimed to be illicit -niports.

Reports suggest there ma\ be
as mnnv as 100 such aircraft in
Brazil alone. A Lockhecd L-IO' 1
Tri.<;iar, leased to the'Braiili.in
president, is ilso reportedlv
amont; ine aircraft affected. ••


